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THE DYNAMICS OF A PARTI-CLE

2019
é Rui

Figueira Postulates

Let it be granted, that a xpah( ‘may digress from any
one point to ny other point.

u

“That a finite argument (i.e. one finished and disposed
of), may be produced to any extent in subsequent de-
bates.

‘That a controversy may be raised about any question,
‘and at any distance from that question.

Axioms

o
Men who go halves in the same (quart) are (generally)
| equal toanother.

u
Men who take a double in the same (term) are equal to
anything,

On Voling?
‘The different methods of voting are s follows:
1

i AALTERNANDO] as in the case of Mr. — who voted for
41 G.L. Dodgson and against Mr. Gladstone, alternate lections.

way from Edinburgh to vote, handed in a blank voting-
| ‘paper, and so went home rejoicing.



4. The Nineteenth Century
4.1. Charles Lutwidge Dodgson (1832 - 1898)

A BRIEF
HISTORY OF
SocIAL
CHoICE 1020 & aiscrLiany

hwudmbym —— whose name
sppesred on bt commites ot once, sy g
e by the space of

DIVIDENDOas in Mr. —'s case, who being sorely per-
‘plexed in his choice of candidates, voted for neither.

CONVERTENDO, as was wm\detﬁ:.lly exemplified by
Messrs, — and — who held a long and fierce argu-
‘ment on the election, in which, at the end of two hours,
each had vanquished and converted the other.

Ine
AT, 3 in the clection, when the rsut was for . long
equalized, and as it were held in the balance,

o pair off with those who had last arrived on the other

Kkeptout by those who hd fst arived on the other sid,
‘whereby, the entry to the Convocation House being
blocked up, men could pass neither in nor out,

On Representation
lagnitudes are algel represented by kﬂm,
men by men of letters, m’%n The following are
princpe systems of reprecen
4.1. C.L. Dodgson i o By ot o “cart”, This system

ot S i, dometimes koo well bt St
representing poin, particularly good points.

2. POLAR: i.e. by means of the 2 poles, “North and
South.” Thisis  very uncertain systerhof epresentation,
and one that cannot safely be depended upon.
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LLIBRE IIl. DE PRELACIO

Comenga loter Hibre, qui és de prelacic

[Lxvin
[En qual manera labat Blanguerna fo elet a bisbe] |

Con o bisbe hac renunciat al bisbat ¢ fo en Iestudi aribic,
los canonges foren en Io capitol per ordenar com elegissen pas.
or. Un dels canonges dix que demanassen al bishe qual de tots
el i seria semblant que degués ésser bisbe, cor, per o cor ha-

s per hon-

rar Jesucris, era semblant que ell degués ésser demanat e que

‘hagués veu en Io capitol. Tots los canonges tengren per bo ¢o
i Aquell qui sol -

€ én preséncia de tui dix que ells elegissen a bisbe I'abat Blan-
querna, cor no sabia null home tan digne fos d'ésser bisbe: em-
‘perd no crefa que volgués ésser bishe. E si renunciava a ésser
bisbe, consellava que elegissen bisbe segons Ia maner ¢ Iarl
deleccis.

tres canonges contrastaren, e elegiren a bisbe Iartiaca.
Gran fo Ia discordia qui o enfre los canonges per ra6 de 15/
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What happened before?

. Pliny the Younger

s SRR

w

14 To his friend Aristo 105

As you are the greatest expert on private and public law, a part of
which is concerned with senatorial procedure, I am extremely keen
to have your views on whether I acted wrongly or otherwise in the
Senate the other day. My aim is to seek enlightenment not on what is
past—it is too late for that—but for the future, in case something
similar occurs. You will respond: ‘Why do you enquire about some-
thing which you ought to have known?’ My answer is that the slavish
situation of former days casts a kind of forgetfulness and ignorance
over senatorial procedures* as over other most honourable pursuits,
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for how few of us have the patience o wish to learn what we shall not
apply in practice? Then too it is difficult 10 retain what you have
Iearnt unless you practise it. So the resumprion of frecdom has
found us ill-educated and ignorant, but, fired by the sweetness of
that freedom, we are compelled to perform certain duties before we
are acquainted with them.

f old the custom was that, not merely by listening, but
also by observing, we used to learn from our clders the procedures
which we were next to follow, and then in our turn we were to pass
them on to the younger generation. Thercafier our young men were
the so that
thy grew accustomed to command by obedience, to exercise leader-
ship by following others. Then before becoming candidates for

state policy before sharing responsibility for it. Each individual had
his father as his teacher; the greatest and the oldest men in the state
took on parental duties for those who were fatherless. Thus men
were instructed by example (the most relisble means of attaining
knowledge) about the powers of proposers, the rights of voters, the
etion of magistrates, and the freedom of the rest. They also
learnt when they should yield and when they should hold out, the
time for silence and time imitsfor speaking, th distinction between

‘motions—in short, the entire conventions of senatorial procedure.

Admitedly, when we were young men, we performed miliary
service, but at that time milltary excellence was under suspicion,
sluggishness was rewarded, leaders had no authority, and common
soldiers showed no deference. Authority was nowhere in evidence,
nor obedience either, for the whole scene was lax, disorganized, and
topsy d, all was beter forgotten than remembered.
We th ed our gaze on the Senate, but a Senate which was
fearful and speechless, for it vas dangerous to express your convic-
tions, and humiliating to repress them. What was it possible to learn
at that time, or what point was there in having learnt such things,
when the Senate was summoned to be wholly idle or wholly wicked,
when it was kept in being to be now 2 laughing:stock and now ripe
for grief? Once we became senators, for many years we witnessed
and endured the same evils in which we then took part, so that our
s e, et e by e, st e

s
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which 1 may have made, and second, to remedy it by your know-
ledge, for it was always your speciality to be familiar with laws both
‘public and private, ancient and modern, exceptional and cveryday.
Moreover, T believe that even those whose regular handling of
numerous cases did not allow for any ignorance, will have found the
kind of question which I am putting to you not sufficicntly com-
monplace, or even unfamiliar. Accordingly, I shall win further for-
ess if | happen to have erred, and you will be more deserving of
you can offer guidance on a matter which one doubts one
.
The trial before the Senate implicated the freedmen of the consul
A Dexter* i

to suicide or to the crime or the obedience of his servants. Following
2 Tmyself

that they should be acquitted, ascond that they should be relegated
t0 an sland, and a third that they should be punished with death.
These proposals were so different from each other that they could
only be considered one by onc, for what have execution and relega-
tion in common? No more indeed than relegation and acquittal,
though a votc for acquittal is somewhat closer to a vote for relegation
than is one for exccution, for the first two leave a man with his
life, but the third deprives him of it. Meanwhile those opting for
punishment by death and those voting for relegation were sicting
together, sccking to postpone their disagrecment by 2 momentary
pretence of harmony.

T demanded that the three proposals be counted as three, and that
o of them should not be united in a short-lived truce. So T insisted.

ght that
detach themselves from those proposing relegation, and that in the
meantime they should not combine in opposing those voting for

acquittal, when ater they would be at odds with each other. 1 argucd

that it mattered very litre whether they both disagreed with one

point which scemed to me surprising was that the man who had
proposed relegation for the freedmen and execution for the slaves
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had been compelled to. subdivid bis propoal,wheresthe proposer
of death for the frecdmen was being counted in with the advocate of

relegution. Fo i it had been ‘necessary for the subdivision of one
b

So let me now render an account of my understanding of the
situton (0 you 3 f you had been chere, an though the case is
4 hit

leisure the points I then made intermittently in the face of many
loud protests. Let us imagine that three judges only had been
assigned to this case, and that the first of them had decided that the
freedmen should be executed, the second that they should be rele-
gated, and the third that they should be acquitted. Wil the first two
judgements combine forces and eliminate the third, or il cach of
the three separately have the same validity as each of the others, so
that the first cannot be joined to the sccond any more than

second to the third? So in the Senate likewise, the proposals
advanced s different ought (o be accounted differently. But if the
one identical person submitted that the freedmen should be both
exccuted and relegated, they would surely not suffer both death and
relegation on the basis of a single judgement. In short, a judgement

asingle one. So when one person proposcs that they be executed and
another that they be relegated, how can this be seen as a single
judgement advanced by two persons, when it did not appear as one
dranced by ane persond

Again, d che law clearly teach
s o rlegain et be daguttd o cach ot e 1
prescribes a division in these words: “You who make this mdgnmzm

d you
1o the side which you 1pvmvc’ Scrutnize and weigh each word
“You who make ths judgement, that i, you who believe that they
are 10 be relegated, ‘proceed to this side’,that i, o the side where
the proposer of relegation is seated. This makes it clear that those
who belive that they should be executed cannot remin at that side.

view from those who support relegation. ‘Proceed to the side you
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approve’ surely the law itself seems to summon, compel, and drive
those who dissent to_proceed to the oppositc side? Does not the
consul, 100, not merely by the ritual words but also by a gesturc of
the hand, indicate where each is to remain or to cross over
. But the objection can be made that if the proposals advanced for
exccution and relegation were separated, the proposal for acquittal
would prevail. What relevance has this to the voters? It is certainly
unfitting o y y count to
prevent the outcome of a more merciful proposal. However, those
Voting for execution and those who advocate relegation ought to be
mustered against those for acquittal, and then against each other.
Just as in some public shows the lot extracts and preserves an indi-
Vidual o join batdle with the victor, so perhaps in the Senate there
are certain primary and certain secondary contests, and when two of

22 What of the fact that if the first proposal is approved, the rest
fall> What rational basis, then, can there be for not affording the
proposals equal standing, when they have no such standing sub-

23 sequently? Let me repeat my point more clearly. When the proposcr
of relegation pronounces his opinion, unless those who favour exe-
cution cross to support a different measure, it will be vain for them
subsequently to dissociate themselves from the proposer with whom
they were in agreement a lttle before.

% Butwhyshould Iassume the mantle ofthe teacher, when I wish to

learn whether the proposals should have been scparated or voted

upon one ata time? 1 obtained the result I demanded,* but none the

less 1 wish to know whether I should have demanded it. How did

Tobtain it? The person who was proposing the exaction of the death

penalty was defeated by the fairnss, if not perhaps the legaliy, of

my demand. He renounced his proposal, and went over (0 the pro-
poscr of relegation, doubless because he feared that if their motions
were separated, which sccmed likely on other grounds, the proposal
for acquittal would gain the majority of votes. Indeed, there were far

‘more supporters of this one motion than of cach of the others. Then.

those, to0, i y

dry when he crossed over, and they abandoned the motion which the

sponsor had renounced, and they trooped after him whom they fol-

26 lowed asa leader as if he had become a descrter. So the three motions
b A sace the thind 5 i
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For since the third could not prevail over both of the others, it chose
which of them would prevail over it.* Farewell.
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